Contents

Preface 8

1. Introduction: A Library for the People? g

Have the books on popular lending libraries already been written
and read? 9

Previous research on rural literacy and the significance of libraries
in the countryside 20

Why libraries influenced the common people’s reading skills 31

Less known library archives and the methods utilised in researching
them 41

2. The Foundation of a Local Lending Library 59
What kind of world were the people’s libraries born into? 59
The slow shift towards functional reading skills 59
A revolution in ideals: popular education as part of the Fennoman
ideology 68
The slow modernization of the society of the estates under the scourge
of a natural catastrophe 74
Why were the lending libraries established? 80
The early history of Finnish libraries 80
The foundation for lending libraries created by reading societies and
fee-charging libraries 84
The birth of Finnish people’s libraries, initially in the urban centres 88
The enlightening and educative background to the birth of popular
libraries in the countryside 92
The book collections of the church parish: the early years of Kivijarvi
library 99
The establishment of Kivijirvi lending library 99
The re-establishment of Kivijirvi lending library 107
A closely-knit sawmill community as a centre of informational
capital 113
Sawmilling in the middle of the wilds 113
The birth of the library in the Tichanoff era 116



3.

The traditions of the sawmill library continued by Leppilinkyldi
lending library 123

The Evangelical movement flourishes in northern Central
Finland 127

The Founders and the Care of the Collection 132
The founders, the operational principles and the Fennoman
ideology 132
The operational principles of Kivijirvi lending library 132
The founders and members of the board of governors of Kivijirvi
lending library 139
The librarians and the premises 146
Librarianship: a supplementary duty for elementary school teachers,
members of the clergy and cantors 146
The gradual professionalization of librarianship 151
Rural libraries without their own premises 156
Opening times of libraries 160
The funding and acquisition of the collections 167
The financial position of the library 167
The acquisition of books by Kivijirvi lending library 175
The organization of the library and practical lending activities 184
The ideal of precise order and regulated operations 184
The lending and care of books and the imposition of fines 190

4. The Book Collections 197

5.

The extent and the contents of the collections 197
The value of the collections and the genres of literature in them 197
Loans statistics of the Kivijdrvi lending library 201
The oldest collection of the church parish library 206
The most borrowed works in the period 1877-1897 206
The influence of traditional Pietist literature on the Evangelical
revival 212
The collection of the privately founded library 216
The rise of the novel 216
Works of popular enlightenment 225
New acquisitions at the turn of the century 231
Realist literature in people’s libraries 231
Translated and Finnish literature 236

The Rural People as Readers 240
The rural population’s opportunities for reading 240
The weak reading and writing skills of the people of Kivijirvi 240
The roots of the Finnish school system in Lutheran popular
education 244
The ownership of books and private collections 247
The clergy and revivalist movements as disseminators of
Finnish-language literature 247



The acquisition of books on trips to town 252
The ownership of books on the basis of the evidence of deeds
of estate 257
The customers of Kivijirvi lending library 265
The age and gender of the borrowers 265
The social groups and places of abode of the borrowers 269
The most assiduous users of the library 274
The reading and writing abilities of the library’s customers 276
‘Borrower profiles) short biographies of readers 279
Different rural readers 279
A portrait of the Kivijirvi reader 287

6. Readership and Reader Response: Why the library failed to attract
readers and ensure its survival 291
The end of Kivijirvi lending library 291
Achieving the founders’ goals and satisfying the readers’ needs 298

Appendix 1: Index of persons involved with the libraries of Kivijarvi and
members of their families 310

Appendix 2: The populations of the church and civic parishes of Kivijirvi,
Kinnula and Kannonkoski by decade 1730-1960 316

Appendix 3: The ministers of Kivijarvi up till 1959 318

Appendix 4: History of the Finnish-Language Publishing Business 320

Bibliography 326
Abstract 352

Index of Names 353
Index of Place Names 360



