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FLOUNCE (2017) 
 

Commissioned by BBC Radio 3 
first performed by the BBC Symphony Orchestra conducted by Sakari Oramo  

on 9 September 2017 at the Royal Albert Hall, London as part of BBC Proms 2017 
 
 
 

Duration ca. 5' 
 
 
 

Instrumentation 
 

Piccolo 
2 Flutes 

2 Oboes (second doubling cor anglais) 
2 Clarinets in Bb 

Bass clarinet in Bb 
Bassoon 

Contrabassoon 
 

4 Horns in F 
2 Trumpets in C 

Trombone 
Bass trombone 

Tuba 
 

Percussion (3 players) 
 

I: 
xylophone, guiro, 2 cowbells (also played with wire brushes), rainstick (medium),  

cymbal (also bowed - the 3rd player's cymbal can be used here, if possible) 
 

II:  
vibraphone, slide whistle, vibraslap, 

temple block (large/medium; also played with wire brushes) 
III: 

bass drum (also played with super ball stick), cymbal, triangle,  
4 crotales (f# a, a#, b§, all within the lowest octave, also bowed), 2 gongs (c# and e) 

 
Harp (equipped with a super ball stick) 

 
Strings 

 
(violin parts are divided in the following manner:  

every other desk is "A" and every other "B", 
ie. desk 1=A, desk 2=B, desk 3=A, desk 4=B etc.) 

 
 
 

Accidentals apply within the same bar and octave. 
 
 
 

Parts available for hire from the publisher. 
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Clarinet  2 (Bb)
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Bass Trb.
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Percussion I

Percussion II

Percussion III

Harp

Violin I A

Violin I B

Violin II A

Violin II B

Viola

Violoncello

Contrabass
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gliss. with fingerings and flz.
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(flz.)
air only (flz.)

gliss. with 
fingerings and flz. air only (flz.)

air only (flz.)

air only (flz.)

air only (flz.) air only (flz.)

air only (flz.) air only (flz.)

mouthpiece pop 
(with palm)

harmon mute w/tube
flz.

Trumpet (C)

harmon mute w/tube
ff

air only (flz.)

harmon mute w/tube air only (flz.)

harmon mute w/tube air only (flz.)

(senza sord.)

Xylophone

3 gliss. on the "white keys" 
played with both hands

Guiro Xylophone

53
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5

Vibraphone

motor on: fast

l.v. Slide whistle flz. Vibraslap
Slide whistle

Cymbal snare drum sticks Bass drum

soft beater

Cymbal snare drum stick Bass Drum

soft beater

soft beater
Cymbal

d c b§ 
eb f g# a 

Eb G§

3 3 with pressure 
(the sound can be slightly broken)

(I)
(ord.)

* ricochét with any number of jumps

* IV sim. II

3 3

pizz. arco IV
*

sim.
I/II/III/IV

with pressure (the sound can be slightly broken)

ord. I/II/III II
* IV sim. III

IV/III/II

3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

3 3 3 3 3 3

move the bow briskly over D and A strings; ** 
try to avoid them sounding)

pizz.
arco
ord.

I ** IV sim. pizz.
arco
II

II
IV/III/II

3 3 3 3

behind the bridge (D/A)
3 3

ord. change strings ad lib.
div.

III

*
III

III

I/II/III/IV
pizz.

with pressure 
(the sound can be slightly broken) ord.* (b§1) pizz.

arco
extremely 
high on A

(div. ) (unis.)
pizz. div. arco (unis.) if necessary, change strings ad lib.

* ossia: 8va
* ricochét with any number of jumps

with pressure (the sound can be slightly broken) (sounding C#1)

ord. pizz. div. a 3 unis.
ossia: 8va arco, ricochét
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appoggiaturas always 
before the beat
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slap tongue
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air only (flz.)

appoggiaturas always before the beat

air only (flz.)

mouthpiece pop (with palm)
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mouthpiece pop (with palm)

mouthpiece pop (with

appoggiaturas always before the beat
3

mouthpiece pop (with palm)

3

mouthpiece pop 
(with palm)

mouthpiece pop 
(with palm) (via sordino)

clacking sound
(with tongue)

mouthpiece pop 
(with palm)

Cowbell wire brushes (simile) Xylophone

Vibraphone secco

motor: on, fast

snare drum stick Cymbal Bass Drum soft beater

Cymbal, Gong* and Bass Drum
soft beater for all

* two gongs can be used for this passage - 
the gong is notated above the staff to make the pattern clear

3 3

3 3

(db c b§  eb f g a) 

II pizz. arco, ricochét pizz.
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double stop
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ricochét
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IV

IV
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*

arco, ricochét

unis. pizz.
arco

double stop div. 
pizz.

(e2) (f#2) (b§1)
pizz. arco pizz.

pizz.
arco battuto non legno
(let the bow jump high) ord. (b§1) pizz.

arco div.
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(air)

(air)

(air)

(air)

senza sord.

3

valve gliss.

3

senza sord.

3

valve gliss.

3
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air only

(secco)
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III pizz. (unis.) arco

div.
arco, ricochét

pizz.

pizz.

arco, ricochét
(unis.)
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