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Prelude: Lozinvarae

about the state of Washington. For I have been in Twin Peaks. Not
physically of course but - like all of us - in phantasy. | have been
writing about the place.

It always touches a layer somewhere deep in my soul when I hear

It was at a very early age, in fact I must have been only eight years
old. The story filled three cahiers of around thirty pages each, comple-
te with fullcolor drawings. I have been storing the cahiers even during
my stay in Finland, all the way up until somewhere in the opening ye-
ars of this century.

They were covered in green, with pages divided into lines, separated
by small, marineblue stripes. I was calling the state of Washington Lo-
zinvarae, or something close to that. Lozinvarae though was no part of
any United States but an independent country, which was at war with
its neighbour from the north, Canada.

The title of the story was ’Five Terrible Years in Lozinvarae’. The only
other war in my eight-year old experience, Word War 11, has lasted fi-
ve years, in the conception of the Dutch. The story was about a fami-
ly in war time.

I do not recollect how many members there were in the household, nor
their exact relationships to each other. There were a father and a mot-
her, and perhaps two sons, or a son and a daughter. The name of the
small family may have been Davidsson or something the like, soun-
ding like Swedish.

The plot of the story was simple. The Canadians bombed the small
neighbouring country, tanks drove in from the north. The family may
have been forced to move to another house, I don't remember too
much about that. But the most important event I remember quite well.
One of the boys, or was it the father, suffered a violent death.
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The Ulvila Killing, on the first of December 2006 in a suburb of
Pori, is the most famous 'cold case' in the history of Finnish
crime.

In 'Zem, or the Skill to Catch a Killer!, this bizar event is seen
from a new perspective: as being part of the political
developments of those days.

The title refers to an episode of Twin Peaks, with Zen turning into
Zem and the scenery from the American Far West to a remote
corner of Northern Europe. But the people in this book are
subject to the same Lynchian sense of awe and threat...

About the author: Joop Wassenaar (Netherlands, 1958) moved to
Finland in the early 1990's and has been publishing in both
Finnish and Dutch media.
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