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PREFACE

This book in your hand is a selection of my poems. The most
important reason for, why I didn't collect all my poems between
the same covers, is that these poems are translations from
Finnish to English, and many of my wordplays are impossible to
translate … So I selected the poems that I liked and of them the
poems I was able to translate. The third argument was that 50
poems in a same collection is even more than enough.

The original collections are “Ilta saa – minä en” (2009) and
“Tyhjää odotellessa” (2014). Even these names are difficult to
translate. They could be “The evening comes – not me” and
“Waiting for nothing”; maybe also “It's getting late – I don't get it”
and “Waiting for emptiness”. – And at least now I notice, these
translations are no more the same poems I wrote first. The
language is a great translator that gives the limits for what is
possible to say … Anyhow a poem is one of the ways to brake
those limits.

One thing I have tried to do in my poems, is to turn over some
ways of thinking that we consider as selfevident. As a matter of
fact there is only a chaos around us in this “known world” – and
all structures and qualities are only projections of our brains' way
to understand the world around. There are no meanings without
the one who gives meanings to things that he or she notices ...
But that's enough about the philosophical depths of thinking. – I
hope you'll like my poems and get something to think forth.

The 1st of May 2016 in village Kintaus in the middle of Finland
( in the middle of nothing )

Teuvo 'Teo' Littunen
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